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UM GALLERY TO EXHIBIT BENEDETTI PAINTINGS 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana will exhibit paintings by Missoula artist Umberto Benedetti
at the University Center Art Gallery June 2-6.
A reception, free and open to the public, will be held from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
May 29, at the gallery, which is located in Room 227 of the University Center. Gallery hours 
June 2-6 are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m ., and admission is free.
Benedetti, a painter, poet, sculptor and writer, will display several of the paintings that 
he has given to UM, including some that were completed while he was interned at Fort 
Missoula in the 1940s.
Benedetti was one of hundreds of Italians detained in territorial waters after the Dec. 7, 
1941, attack on Pearl Harbor. He and his crew members were transferred to Fort Missoula, 
where they were held until 1944. After his release, Benedetti obtained citizenship and received 
several degrees from colleges in Washington and California.
He returned to Missoula in 1966 to attend graduate school at UM. Since then, he has 
remained very active in the campus and Missoula communities.
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